
   

GREEN GUIDE 
I will be retiring in May after working for about 32 years for Ogle County.  It has been an honor 

and pleasure to serve the residents of this county by implementing programs to reduce waste, 

increase recycling, enforce solid waste laws and regulations, and to provide safe disposal     

options for residents.   

As I look back over the years, I feel good about the accomplishments of the OCSWMD and the 

residents of Ogle County.  When I started in 1990, only a few of the towns in the County had 

curbside recycling or landscape waste collection, and we were recycling only 7% of the munici-

pal waste generated in the County.  Since then, we have implemented many programs and   

services that have helped to raise the recycling rate to around 45% at its peak in 2015. 

Over the last few years, recycling has been going through some growing pains due to changes  

in the global and national infrastructure and markets for the materials collected.  While these 

changes have been a setback for recycling collection in our County, I think in the long run, the 

domestic markets and processing of the materials will continue to improve, and will result in 

stronger recycling programs locally. 

Some other achievements of the Department: 

 Provided dozens of recycling and clean-up day grants 

 Monthly electronics recycling program which has collected over 1800 tons since 2000 

 Numerous educational programs and activities in schools 

 5 Drop-off recycling sites for rural residents, which collected over 18,000 tons of household 

recyclables from 1994 to 2019 

 Award-winning Christmas tree recycling program 

 Facilitated the distribution of over 70,000 free oak tree saplings in seven years to counties 

along the Rock River in Illinois and Wisconsin 

 Special recycling events for motor oil, antifreeze, document shredding, latex paint, aerosol 

cans, tires, Christmas lights, and more 

 Oversight of the payments of over $64 million in host fees from the two landfills in the   

County 

 Regular inspections at the landfills and enforcement of solid waste laws and regulations 

I am pleased to announce that Paul Cooney, who has been our Solid Waste Management    

Specialist since 2014, has tentatively been selected to take over the Department on May 13th.  

While there are some unfinished projects I leave behind, I feel confident that Paul will be able    

to lead the OCSWMD into the future with programs and services that will benefit the County. 

I appreciate the efforts of Ogle County residents who have supported me and made waste    

reduction, recycling, and safe disposal of waste a part of their everyday life.  Your efforts do 

make a difference!  Thanks for making my work rewarding and worthwhile! 

Sincerely, 

Steve Rypkema, Director  
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Email: solidwaste@oglecounty.org 
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Recycling Guidelines 

Are You Recycling Right? 
 

Contamination, or trash and non-recyclable items placed in recycling collection programs, has become a serious problem for 

recycling across the country.  We encourage you to recheck your recycling habits to see if you need to make any adjustments 

in what you throw in the recycling bin. 

Non-recyclable items put into recycling bins add to the cost of recycling in two ways.  First, they fill up the recycling containers 

and trucks sooner requiring more frequent trips to the recycling plant.   Second, the trash or non-recyclable items must be  

disposed after having been separated from the recyclable ones.  So they must then be transported to a landfill for disposal, 

adding more transportation and disposal costs to the program. 

So how do we improve on these problems?  Learn what is and is not accepted in your recycling program, and follow those 
guidelines. If in doubt, leave it out!   
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A free permit is required in advance to recycle  

electronics. There will be a limited number of     

permits for each event, deadline is the Wednesday 

before each event. Please contact our office at  

815-732-4020 or email: solidwaste@oglecounty.org.  

Provide name, address, email, & phone number. 

Friday hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and      

Saturday hours are 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.            

(See list of dates on pg. 6) 

Limit of 7 large items**.  Smaller items may be placed 

in a box and counted as one item. 

Please remove batteries from all devices.  Dispose of 

alkaline batteries and recycle the rechargeables at our 

events. 

Microwaves - $5 each (cash or check made out to 

OCSWMD).  No receipts will be given. 

Covid-19 Precautions:  Face masks are recommended 

if you are not vaccinated. To social distance, put all 

items in the trunk of your car, rear of your SUV or 

van, in the bed of a pickup truck, or on a trailer.   

Stay in your vehicle. 

No business e-waste accepted. 

Businesses can call 815-732-4020 for more   

information. 

 Holiday light strands and extension cords accepted.  

No garland, rope lights, boxes, bags or packaging. 

 

Adding machines 

Answering machines 

Cable receivers 

Cameras 

Camcorders 

Calculators 

CD players 

CD ROM drives 

Cellphones 

Compact fluorescent bulbs 

(CFL’s) 

Computer cables 

Computers desktop 

Computers laptop** 

Computer monitors** 

Copy machines** 

Digital clocks 

Digital converter boxes 

Disk players 

DVD  & DVR players** 

Electric typewriters** 

Electronic Mice 

Fax machines** 

Floppy disk drives 

Ink cartridges 

Joysticks 

Keyboards 

MP3 players 

Microwaves  - ($5 fee)** 

Modems 

Pagers 

PDAs 

Printers** 

Projectors** 

Radios** 

Rechargeable batteries 

Remote controls 

Routers 

Satellite receivers 

Scanners 

Stereo equipment  - (no wooden 

speakers)** 

Servers** 

Shredders (no tubs) 

Tablets 

Tape drives** 

Telephones 

Televisions** 

Toner cartridges 

Video cassette players** 

Video game consoles** 

Zip drives 

 

**Large items 

If you don’t see it on this list, 

please don’t bring it. 

The following Covered Electronic Devices (CEDs) listed under IL law are accepted: 

Electronics Recycling Guidelines 
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Nearly every home contains hazardous materials.  A material is considered 

hazardous if it’s toxic, flammable, corrosive, or an irritant to pets or humans. 

 

While most household products are relatively safe when used and stored as 

directed by the product label, disposal of hazardous products should not be 

down the drain or in the garbage. 

 

To protect public health and the environment these products should be used 

up as intended, given to someone who could use them, or taken to the 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection site for recycling or safe disposal. 

 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), the City of Rockford, 

and the Rock River Water Reclamation District host a site in Rockford for 

this.  It is open to Illinois residents at no charge.   

 

3333 Kishwaukee St., Rockford, IL  
Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Sundays, 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.   
(closed on weekdays & holiday weekends) 

Items accepted:  acids, adhesives, antifreeze, automotive fluids (brake,  

transmission fluids), batteries (household single use and rechargeable), clean-

ing solvents, degreasers, fertilizers, flammable liquids, florescent tubes &  

ballasts, CFLs, fungicides, gasoline in properly marked containers, herbicides, 

insecticides, waste medicine and pharmaceuticals (no needles or sharps),  

mercury,  oil-based paint only, (no latex paint), paint strippers and thinners, 

pesticides, poisons, pool chemicals, motor oil, thermometers, thermostats, 

tires (auto – 4 per vehicle per day), varnish, wood stain, etc. 

 

Items which will not be accepted: agricultural chemicals, business/

commercial sector wastes, explosives, fireworks, lead acid batteries, medical 

wastes, propane tanks, smoke detectors, farm machinery oil, fire extinguish-

ers, institutional wastes, sharps, needles & potentially infectious medical 

wastes.  Latex paint should be solidified and disposed of with your regular 

trash pick up or bring it to one of the OCSWMD latex paint recycling events. 

Thanks for helping to protect your environment and your health! 

Ogle County Residential 
Waste Medicine Disposal  
Program 

Medicine accepted: 

*  Prescription and over-the- 

    counter medications 

*  Vitamins  

*  Supplements 

*  Pet medications 

Medicine will be accept-

ed in any form, including blister packs, 

capsules, creams, gels, liquids, patches, 

pills,  

powder, sprays, vials, etc. 

Place pills in a sealable plastic bag and 

place into drop box.  Recycle empty  

pill bottles in your regular recycling  

program.  

To deposit liquid medicine, leave in  

bottle, black out personal information, 

seal in a plastic bag and deposit into 

drop box. 

Medicines are accepted free of charge. 

Items NOT accepted: 

*  Needles or Sharps 

*  Thermometers 

*  Hydrogen Peroxide 

*  Aerosol Cans 

*  Medicine from Businesses or Clinics 

Drop Box Locations: 

Outside the: Ogle Co. Sheriff’s Office,  

202 S. 1st  St., Oregon,  

(Open 24/7) 

 

Byron Police Dept.  

Mt. Morris Police Dept. 

Forreston Police Dept.  

Oregon Police Dept. 

Polo Police Dept.   

Rochelle Police Dept. 

(All open during business hours) 

Expired unused medications 

Household Hazardous Waste 
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Businesses Accepting  
Appliances for Repair 
& Recycling 

 
B & W Appliance,  

567 W IL Rte. 38, Rochelle,  

815-562-6253, (Freon—yes) 

 

New Milford Refrigeration,  

6331 11th Street, Rockford,  

815-874-2257, (Freon—yes) 

 

PJ’s Appliance Repair,  

8358 E. Kishwaukee,  

Stillman Valley, 815-234-5518,  

(Freon—yes) 

 

Recycling Drop-off Facilities 
& Scrap Yards that Accept 
Appliances 
 
B & O Iron & Metal,           

800 Brickville Rd., Sycamore,   

815-895-6744, (Freon—yes) 

 

DeKalb Iron & Metal Co.,  

900 Oak St., DeKalb,   

815-758-2458, (Freon—no) 

 

Groeling Salvage, Inc.,  

217 E. Douglas St., Freeport,  

815-232-2525, (Freon—no) 

 

Joseph Behr & Sons, Inc.,  

1100 Seminary, Rockford,  

815-987-2755, (Freon—no) 

 

G&L Metal Brokers, 

1192 E. Rt. 64 

Oregon,  

815-562-2221 

 

 

Managing Yard Waste 

 Yard waste makes up a significant portion of the waste stream for a 

typical American.  Here are some ways that you can reduce or eliminate 

what needs to get hauled away. 

Grass Clippings: Do not bag your clippings.  Clippings contain nutri-

ents your lawn needs to grow.  In as little at 14 days, clippings release 

nutrients back into the soil.  Clippings do not contribute to 

thatch build-up.  Thatch is primarily composed of turf grass roots, crowns, 

rhizomes, and stolons, that contain large amounts of lignin, which decompose 

slowly. Grass clippings are mostly water, are high in nitrogen and decompose quickly. 

Mow grass when dry, 3” to 4” tall.  Never cut it shorter than 2” to 2 1/2” in height.  The 

grass will have a larger and deeper root system, making a stronger defense against weeds 

and droughts. 

Make sure your mower blade is sharp.  A sharp blade will mean clippings that decom-

pose quickly.  A mulching blade is not necessary.  Avoid over fertilizing or over 

watering, and limit the use of lawn chemicals which inhibit the growth of soil or-

ganisms to thrive and return nutrients to the soil by decomposing grass clippings.  

If your lawn becomes too dense with growth it will need to be mowed more fre-

quently and your clipping won’t reach the soil to decompose as easily. 

Mulching with leaves and grass clippings reduces evaporation from the soil surface, con-

trols weeds, and keeps soil temperatures from becoming too hot or too cold.  Mulch also 

protects sloping ground from soil erosion and it stops soil crusting of wet soils as they dry 

out.  Mulching also improves soil conditions for earthworms and other soil 

organisms that are necessary for a healthy soil environment.  Grass clip-

pings can be spread in layers over vegetable and flower beds to retain 

moisture and prevent weeds.  Leaves of trees and shrubs can be mowed, 

chopped and spread around shrubbery in the fall or used to cover your perennials for the 

winter.  Wood chips may be used around trees, shrubs, or in your flower beds. 

Composting reduces material volume by 70% - 80%, and allows you to return organic 

matter to the soil in a useable form.  Organic material in the soil improves plant growth by 

loosening heavy clay soil.  Compost improves the capacity to hold water and nutrients in 

sandy soils and adds essential nutrients to any soil.  Backyard composting  doesn’t require 

a lot of work, causes less pollution, and uses less energy than hauling it to a commercial 

composting site. 

Compost is organic matter that is naturally broken down by bacteria, fungi, microorgan-

isms, and insects into a dark brown, crumbly material (humus) resembling rich topsoil.  

Compost is produced when yard waste is piled in a heap or in bins constructed of wood, 

fencing, or concrete blocks.  The recipe for compost is: 

 Greens (grass, weeds, food scraps, etc .)  

  +Browns (leaves, sawdust, etc .) 

   + Moisture, Air & Time = Compost 

Vermicomposting or composting with worms is another option.  Worm composting is a 

method for recycling food waste into a rich dark, fertile soil conditioner.  Worm compost-

ing may be done indoors and outdoors thus allowing composting year 

round. 

Vermicomposting is done in a container filled with moistened bedding 

(shredded paper) and redworms.  Add your food waste , and the worms   

and micro-organisms will eventually convert the entire contents into rich 

castings.   

Redworms are the most commonly used worms for vermicomposting.  These worms may 

be purchased at  local bait shops or ordered on the internet.  Redworms can be fed all 

types of fruit and vegetable waste.  Pasta, grains, coffee and tea bags may also be used.  

You’ll be amazed at what these worms can do! Contact OCSWMD for more information. 
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.Recycling Event Dates in 2022 

May 21 (Saturday) - Electronics, 8am to 2pm 

June 24 (Friday) - Electronics 

July 29 (Friday) - Electronics 

August 13 (Saturday)-Motor Oil/Anti-freeze/   
Filters/Latex Paint/Aerosols 

August 26 (Friday) - Electronics 

September 30 (Friday) - Electronics 

October 15 (Saturday) - Electronics & Paper 
Shred 

October 28 (Friday) - Electronics 

November 18 (Friday) - Electronics 

No December events. 
 
Friday event hours: 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Saturday event hours 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.,                                             
except May 21st , 8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Permits are required in advance for electronics recycling events. 
To request a free permit, call or email us with your name, address, 
phone number and email address. See page 3 for a list of accepted 
items.                                                                      

Events are for Ogle County residents only.  No businesses. 

Event dates are subject to change.  

Used Motor Oil , Antifreeze 
& Tire Recycling 

Byron: 

Byron Quick Lube & Tire, Inc., 

815-234-5612 

Hanlin Automotive. 815-234-7169 

Nielsen Automotive, 815-234-7675 

Forreston: 

Forreston Car Care, 815-938-2394 

Mt. Morris:  

Stan’s Performance, Inc. (Waste oil only), 

815-734-4272 

Oregon: 

Butitta Brothers, 815-732-2887 

Polo: 

Parco Auto Repair, 815-946-3511 

Rochelle:  

Alderk’s Tire, Inc. (Tires-Fee charged), 

815-562-4644 

Butitta Brothers (Oil & Tires, Fee charged 

for Tires), 815-561-3636 

Super Lube of Rochelle (Oil & Anti-

freeze only),  815-562-6476 

Tire Tracks (Waste oil only),                 

815-562-7777 

Auto Zone (Waste oil only),                 

815-562-9459 

Stillman Valley: 

DL Performance (Oil & Tires only),     

815-543-4042 

We suggest that you call ahead to see 

what services are provided.  Fees may 

apply. 

 

Please thank the businesses for providing 

these services! 

2022 Recycling Event Dates 

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Ogle County Solid Waste Management Depart-

ment is to promote a clean and healthy environment by encouraging 

recycling, waste reduction, and safe disposal options for waste gen-

erated in Ogle County. 

We appreciate the efforts of Ogle County residents who have made 

waste reduction, recycling and safe disposal of waste a part of their 

everyday life.  Your efforts do make a difference! Please feel free to 

contact us with any questions.  


